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countered, such as grass and brush; and with the firmness of the
soil.
Some count each footfall; others count double paces, that is,
each right, or left, footfall; still others count every fourth step.
This is governed in part by the distance to be paced continuously,
in part by the mapping scale, and in part is a matter of personal
preference.
Ability to retain numbers and to count without giving the
matter conscious attention, comes with practice. There are
various devices for keeping count. Some conveniently note
the hundreds by closing their fingers successively; others exchange
small pebbles from hand to hand; and others use tally belts
having loops that may be slipped for each hundred. There
are also counting machines of various types that work by a
pressure of the thumb. The pedometer is a device intended to
avoid the necessity of counting. It is about the size and shape
of a large watch, and is to be carried in the pocket. In it is a
nearly balanced weight, that moves with each jar of the body
as a step is taken, and this movement is recorded by the counting
apparatus. The pedometer gives fair results where the country
is open and level and the walking continuous. However, each
movement of the body is recorded and counted whether a step
is taken or not, and this fact renders the instrument useless under
most conditions.
A variation of the pacing traverse is that of the horse pace.
In moderately open country, excellent results can be secured by
counting the pace of the saddle animal. The average horse
has a stride that is very uniform in. length. It is easily counted
by the lurch of the saddle at each step, without looking. The
number of steps to the mile must be determined by trial over a
measured course. Single or double steps can be counted as
desired.
When pacing is used only occasionally, it seems best to use the
natural stride, obtaining its value by trial and keeping the length
fairly uniform by constant attention when varying conditions
are found. When extensive mapping is to be done by pacing,